
On, Thursday April 30th, 2015 the School Board University Research Exchange (SURE) invites its London region 
boards, area Universities and other MISA PNC's to participate in a one day workshop being held at the Faculty of 
Education, Western University.

1. The initial session of the day will be a key note address by Mary Jean Gallagher, Assistant Deputy Minister.

2. Six breakout workshops will be presented in 2 sessions and participants will have an opportunity 
    to attend one from each session.

SESSION A [Participants Choose One]

Breakout 1: Partners in Research: Collaborative Math Inquiry Between GECDSB and University of Windsor

TheThe team from David Suzuki school, Greater Essex County District School Board will share briefly about their 
learning from Collaborative Inquiry this year. Participants will hear about their inquiry question, research 
methods and data collected to date that are a result of the School Improvement Plan to improve conceptual 
understanding in Mathematics. The school administrator and classroom teachers will describe how they are using 
the Number Talks strategy in Kindergarten to Grade 8 classrooms to support students' conceptual understanding 
and procedural fluency in mathematics.

The presenters will be Paula Tullio, Amy Allison and Stephanie Martin.

Mary Jean Gallagher

MaryMary Jean Gallagher is the Chief Student Achievement Officer of Ontario and 
Assistant Deputy Minister of Student Achievement in the Ministry of Education. 
In addition to leading Ontario's improvements to teaching and learning, over 
the past five years she has provided advice and development programs to gov-
ernments and educators from a number of countries including Denmark, South 
Africa, Peru and the Bahamas.

She brings to this role a deep knowledge of teaching, learning and leading. 
Over a career of 40 years she has been a teacher of mathematics and computer 
science, a principal, a superintendent of staff development and Director of 
Canada’s southernmost school district. She served as Chair of the Council of 
Ontario’s Directors of Education in 2006/07 and was Chief Executive Officer of 
Ontario’s Education Improvement Commission.

Mary Jean has a deep commitment to communiMary Jean has a deep commitment to community, sharing her leadership skills 
with organizations such as the Essex County District Health Council, the United 
Way, the Steering Committee for Leadership Windsor-Essex and Rotary.

In recognition of her work, Mary Jean was named the 2013 Phi Delta Kappan 
Educator of the Year, and was the recipient of an Honourary Doctor of Laws 
degree from the University of Windsor in 2006. 



Breakout 2: Collaborative Inquiry Exploring Early Years Mathematics Teaching and Learning 

Niagara Catholic District School Board's Math Team and Brock University researchers, Drs. Marybeth Fortune and 
Tifffany Gallagher share their Collaborative Inquiry, the Early Years Math Inquiry (ELMI) project. This research 
includes inquiry relating to teachers’ practices, beliefs, and attitudes and the impact on student achievement to 
support Early Years students' conceptual understanding of number sense and numeration.

Dr. Tiffany L. Gallagher, Ph.D. Associate Professor
Dr. Marybeth Fortune, Ph.D. Department of Graduate and Undergraduate Studies in EducationDr. Marybeth Fortune, Ph.D. Department of Graduate and Undergraduate Studies in Education
Christopher Moscato, Numeracy Facilitator, K-6
Laura Cronshaw, Numeracy Coach, K-12
Jaime Rootes, Numeracy Coach, K-12 

Breakout 3: CITE Project: Developing Student Engagement and Persistence 

AA Collaborative Inquiry Team in Education (CITE Project) is focussed on the school improvement plan goal of 
increasing student engagement and task persistence. The CITE Project is a research partnership between the 
Waterloo Catholic District School Board and Nipissing University (Brantford).The diverse group of participants 
developed research questions, action strategies, and measures/evidence of success. The SURE video series 
formed the foundation of this professional development activity. Initial findings indicate that participants became 
more familiar with research processes, shared effective practices and appreciated the opportunity to collabora-
titively inquire and learn with colleagues. The use of technological supports enabled communication, discussion 
and mobilization of knowledge.

Presenters:
Waterloo Catholic District School Board: Debra Curtis, Anne Maley, Kim DeGasperis, Iris Martin, Carlos Roque, 
Heather Papp, Jennifer Correia, Joseph Harnack, Lauren Esposto, Ben McKinnon
Nipissing University: Dr. Maria Cantalini-Williams 

Breakout 5: Inquiry, Collaboration and Creativity

How can we utilize technology to infuse skills of inquiry and collaboration and allow for creativity? We will explore 
the tools available with the virtual learning environment provided by the Desire 2 Learn platform that can support 
collaborative inquiry between teachers and researchers.

Presented by: Mark Di Tomasso, e-Learning Consultant Niagara Catholic District School Board 

SESSION B [Participants Choose One]

Breakout 4: Making Math Instruction Count

TheThe Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board (HWDSB) is currently in Year Two of a Three Year Board Math 
Strategy that focuses on building teacher capacity in content knowledge and assessment with the goal of improv-
ing student achievement. Participants will hear and experience the components of the strategy through demon-
stration and involvement in hands-on activities. The team from HWDSB will facilitate discussions that provoke 
feedback and ideas about current models for improvement in mathematics instruction. 

The presenters are yet to be announced.

Breakout 6: Exploring Schools Technology Teams through Collaborative Inquiry 

St. Alfred Catholic Elementary School and St. Denis Catholic Elementary School in St. Catharines have been 
approved for a Teacher Learning and Leadership Program (TLLP) grant to develop partnerships for professional 
learning and collaborative inquiry in technology at their Niagara Catholic schools.



Please Note:

All of the break-out sessions are 55 minute presentations by the teachers and the university collaborators about 
the research initiative undertaken and its' direct impact in the classroom. The last 10 minutes of the session is 
a Q and A

Registration is open from Thursday April 2nd to Thursday April 23rd.

TheThe SURE committee asks that MISA Leads forward the link below to those staff who would be interested in 
attending. Our regional boards may register up to 5 attendees. 

Our University partners are also invited to forward the link to interested staff and students. The Universities may 
register up to 5 attendees.

The SURE network will pay for registration, refreshments and lunch as well as parking. 
All other costs such as hotels and travel will be at the expense of the attendee. 

 Western University Faculty of Education
1137 1137 Western Road, London. ON. N6G 1G7
(519) 661-2111 Attn: Karen Kueneman

To register online, visit the following:
register.surenetwork.ca

"The Teacher Learning and Leadership Program (TLLP) is an annual project-based professional learning opportu-
nity for experienced classroom teachers.The program funds proposals from classroom teachers who seek a peer 
leadership role in curriculum, instructional practice or supporting other teachers. The three goals of the program 
are to create and support opportunities for teacher professional learning, foster teacher leadership and facilitate 
the sharing of exemplary practices with others for the broader benefit of Ontario's students." 

Staff from St. Alfred Catholic Elementary School will present their collaborative inquiry work to effectively imple-
ment technology in their classrooms and schools. 


