DATA COLLECTION METHODS: THE PROS AND CONS

There are many different ways to collect data. The following table discusses some of the commonly
used methods, including the resources necessary as well as the benefits and limitations of each
method. In order to have a balanced approach in any inquiry, it is important to use a mixed
methods approach. This means that both qualitative and quantitative data collection methods
are used in the same study. It is necessary to consider the purpose for collecting data when
deciding which method(s) is appropriate for your inquiry.

Consider the following information when deciding on the best approach to data collection for your

inquiry.
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